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.
The Bonnygate School information report outlines support and services throughout the school as well as links 
to other services and the Local Authority Offer.
The purpose of the Local Offer is to inform parents, carers and young people about services for birth to 25 in 
their local area and how to access them.
The Local Offer includes information about education, health and social care services
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Meet the SENDCo

Should you wish to discuss any concerns that you feel are emerging, or are 
worried about the progress of your child, contact the school office to make an 
appointment or contact Mrs Tizard directly using the details below. 

Email: sendco.bps@osborne.coop 

Telephone: 01708 853316 option 4 

Half termly Tea and Talk sessions are also hosted by Mrs Tizard for our 
parents/carers of children with SEND.

Mrs Tizard – SENDCO 
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Our aims for children with SEND

We aim to:
Raise aspirations and expectations for all pupils with SEND. 
Focus on outcomes for young people as well as provision. 
Support young people to make good progress. 
Encourage independence in our young people in order to prepare them for life after school. 
Support successful transition from school to further and/or higher education and employment. 

Objectives 
To identify and provide effective support 
To work within the guidance provided in the SEND Code of Practice, 2015 
To operate a “whole pupil, whole school” approach to management and provision of support 
To provide a SENDCo who will manage, monitor and review the SEND Policy and provisions available 
To provide support and advice for all staff working with children and young people with special educational needs

How will we do this? 
Reduce barriers to learning
Support medical needs 
Make reasonable adjustments 
Secure specialist provision as needed 
Support engagement in all activities 
Work cooperatively with parents, young people and outside agencies
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Four broad areas of need

Cognition and Learning Needs 
covers a wide range of needs, 
including moderate learning 
difficulties (MLD), severe 
learning difficulties (SLD), global 
difficulties, through to profound 
and multiple learning difficulties 
(PMLD). Children are likely to 
have severe and complex 
learning difficulties as well as 
some physical disability or 
sensory impairments. Includes: 
dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, 
visual stress  

Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs. This may 
be due to difficulty saying what 
they want to, understanding what 
is being said, or not understanding 
the rules of communication. 
Includes: Autism Spectrum Needs, 
ADHD, some physical disabilities, 
attachment needs.

Social, emotional and mental 
health difficulties. These may 
include becoming withdrawn or 
isolated, as well as displaying 
challenging, disruptive or 
disturbing behaviour. These 
behaviours may reflect underlying 
mental health difficulties such as 
anxiety or depression, self-
harming, substance misuse, eating 
disorders or physical symptoms 
that are medically unexplained. 
Other children and young people 
may have disorders such as 
attention deficit disorder, attention 
deficit hyperactive disorder or 
attachment disorder. 

Sensory and/or physical 
needs include disabilities that 
prevent or hinder making use 
of the educational facilities 
generally provided. This 
includes vision impairment 
(VI), hearing impairment (HI) 
or a multi-sensory 
impairment (MSI). Some 
children and young people 
with a physical disability (PD) 
require additional ongoing 
support and equipment to 
access all the opportunities 
available to their peers. 

Behaviour is seen as an indicator of a possible underlying need. As a 
school, we will recognise and identify clearly any behaviour that 
stems from an underlying need, and work with each child or young 
person to support their individual needs. 

Click here to return to main menu

Click here to return to main menu



Identifying Special Educational Needs
Children, or young people, who require teaching or support that is additional, or different, in order to make progress in line with their peers, are 
classified as having special educational needs. Identification may be via transition information from previous schools, via reports from external 
professionals, or through assessment carried out in school. Admission procedures consider specific needs to plan the provision which will support 
those needs. 

Including assessment of: 
• Physical accessibility and environmental resources
 • Accessibility of the curriculum, to include the use of assistive technology 
• Inclusion in extra-curricular activities 

If a need arises, the class teacher and/or SENDCo will request for you to come in for a meeting to share their concerns. Targets and next steps will 
be discussed and agreed with you and your child. 

Pupil concern form

Your child’s teacher will complete a 
concern form and submit it to the 

SENDCo

SEND monitoring 

Your child will spend a period of time 
being monitored –usually half a term.

SEND register

If it is felt that extra provision that is 
not typically available through usual 

classroom practice is needed then 
your child will be moved to the SEND 

register

Referrals

Appropriate referrals will be 
considered I order  to access further 

support for your child

EHCP

An Education, Health and Care Plan 
may be considered if your child needs 

further support 

Click here to return to the main menu

Click here to return to the main menu



SEN K Vs EHCP

Category Description Example of Support

SEN K

Pupils identified as having SEN but 

without an EHCP. They receive SEN 

Support within school via a One Plan.

Targeted small-group work, in-class 

support, adapted learning activities, 

external agency involvement. Reviewed 

termly. 

EHCP

Pupils with an Education, Health and 

Care Plan, requiring a higher level of 

provision. These children will also have a 

One Plan in place

One-to-one support when required, 

specialist resources, external agency 

involvement. One Plan reviewed termly, 

EHCP reviewed annually. 

SEN K status (SEN support)  is used to record pupils who require Special Educational Needs (SEN) support but do not have an 
Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).These pupils are provided with additional help within the school, such as targeted interventions, 
Adapted teaching, or extra resources. 

Their needs are recognised and tracked alongside pupils with EHCPs.

SEN k children are monitored throughout the academic year. If it is felt that they require a higher level of support in order to meet their 
needs, then you will be informed by the SENDCo who will support you through the process. Click here to return to the main menu
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Adapted teaching and  learning 

SEN support is designed to help 
remove any barriers to learning and 
put in place provision that will enable 
a children to benefit fully from their 
education, whilst also having access 
to a broad and balanced curriculum.  

This support is provided through the 
Assess, Plan, Do, Review process (see 
next slide), revisiting the support  in 
place and concentrating on what 
works best for the individual child to 
ensure they continue make good 
progress. 

Your class teacher is responsible for 
the work that is done with your chikd, 
working closely with Learning 
Support Assistants and any specialist 
adults involved with te child including 
the SENDCo.

At Bonnyagte, we do this through 
One Plans. 

One plans
Targets are set and reviewed formally each 
term. However, these are a working document 
so are adapted as necessary throughout the 
school year. Targets could be based on literacy 
and/or numeracy skills, emotional difficulties, 
social interaction, communication, physical 
needs…the list is endless!  

The plan will outline any provision in place to 
support your child – even if it is not liked with 
the more specific targets set.

Family and child views are included in the plan 
and are considered when planning next steps. 

Teachers are advised how to adapt learning to help their children meet their targets by the 
SENDCO.  Advise from external professionals is also considered. To ensure a child-centered 
and collaborative approach, e work closely with both the child and their families.
For access  to external services, consent from the parent/carer is always sought. If a report is 
provided this is then shared with families and the school and is used to support actions 
needed to be taken to support the child’s needs. 

Measuring progress
Observations and assessments are carried 
out continually throughout the academic 
year, with formal reviews taking place termly. 
The SENDCo will monitor and observe 
interventions every half term and will advise 
accordingly. 
One Plan meetings take place each term 
during which, progress is shared and 
adapted/new targets are discussed.  
Pupil Progress meetings also take place 
termly with the class teacher, senior 
leadership and SENDCo to discuss each 
child’s progress and, if needs be, to put 
further support in place. 
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Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycles

Evaluation of support:

Subject assessment 
data

Specialist assessment 
data

Discussion with 
teachers, pupils and 

parents.

Ensuring support:

Key information for 
teachers

Reasonable 
adjustments 

Specialist programmes

Additional adult 
support

Planning support:

Discussion with parents

Discussion with pupil

Discussion with 
teachers 

Advice from specialists

Identification of 
SEND:

Transition information

Internal assessment

Parental referral

External assessment

ASSESS PLAN DO REVIEW
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Support for learning 
Quality First Teaching (QFT) is a measure of effective practice. Our class teachers provide an educational experience that allows for 
all children and young people, including those with SEND to make expected progress or better. Teachers assess the needs of all 
pupils and plan how they will meet their needs in the classroom to allow pupils to make expected progress or better. Additional 
intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of good quality teaching. 

There are three broad tiers of support above quality first teaching. This is not a linear model; some pupils with SEND will receive a 
personalised programme of support that may encompass one or more tiers.

T
ie

r 
1

Support from subject 
teacher - ALL pupils 
with SEND T

ie
r 

2

Support from SEND 
team – some pupils with 
SEND T

ie
r 

3

Support from specialist 
practitioners – some 
children with SEND

Support is reviewed at least twice per year; in some cases, more frequently. Provision within an Education, Health and Care Plan is 
discussed and amended as necessary in the Annual Review. Ione Plan meetings are held termly for all children with a One Plan.
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School based support:
 All students with SEND 
•One Plan
• Adapted learning to reduce barriers to learning
Some students with SEND 
• Specialist equipment or additional adult support
 • Additional time in core subjects like English and Maths • Small 
group or individual specialist programmes 

External support
•Thurrock Local Authority SEND Team (includes speech and
language, hearing impairment, visual impairment, disability)
• Professionals: Educational Psychology, Occupational
Therapy, Physiotherapy
•CAMHS – Children and Adolescent mental health service)
• Alternative provision
• Information, Advice and Support Agency
• Health care (to include school nurse, hospital services)
• Counselling services



Teacher training and support 

The school SENDCo is available to advise and support teachers and support staff on a daily 
basis. SEND training is included in INSET and twilight  training  provided by the school. 
External providers also deliver training to teachers and support staff, where a need is 
identified that cannot be delivered by school staff. We also have staff who are trained to 
deliver a variety of interventions to support a wide range of needs. 

Speech and Language Link

Focus Play

Daily Reading 

Self-esteem groups

Precision teaching 

Attention Autism

Read, Write Inc

Colourful Semantics

Social Skills groups

Numicon

Clicker

These  include:
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How are children with medical needs supported?

Should a child have a 
medical need this should 
be reported to the 
SENDCo who will write a 
medical care plan. This 
will be shared with all 
relevant staff. These are 
reviewed annually – if 
there are any changes in 
the child’s medical 
circumstances throughout 
this time, it is the 
parent/carers 
responsibility to inform 
the SENDCo so the plan 
can be reviewed sooner. 

Children with Asthma will 
have an Asthma Care plan 
which is provided by the 
office. Please inform the 
office if your child has 
asthma and/or if there are 
any changes to their care 
needs. This is then shared 
with all relevant staff 

Selected staff will have 
the following training:

• Paediatric First Aid

• Emergency First Aid

• Epipen training 

• Epilepsy training

• Administering 
medication
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Other external support services for our school 

We have access to the following services:

• Hearing Impaired Team St Cleres

• Vision impairment Team St Cleres

• Treetops Outreach

• Local Authority Educational Phycologist

• NHS Occupational Therapist 

• NHS Physiotherapist  

• NHS SALT team

• NHS Community Paediatric Service

• School Nurse

• Parental Outreach

The SENDCO works closely with social care in the local authority. As a school, we use the 
MASH team for advice and guidance. 

Click here to return to the main menu

Click here to return to the main menu



Supporting Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs

ELSA support stands for Emotional Literacy Support Assistant. It is 
a project designed to help schools address the emotional needs of 
their pupils, recognizing that children learn better when their 
emotional well-being is supported. ELSAs are trained specialists 
who work with children to enhance their emotional literacy, helping 
them cope with challenges and improve their mental health. They 
are regularly supervised by educational psychologists and undergo 
specific training to effectively support students. 
This intervention can be carried out in either 1:1 or group settings, 
depending on the child’s need, and is run on a referral-based 
service. 
At Bonnygate we have two ELSA specialists - Mrs Tizard and Mrs 
Palmer.

All staff are aware of the emotional and social difficulties that children may experience, and needs are 
addressed, in the first instance, by the class teacher and LSAs. Where the need may require a higher level of  
support, we have a small team of trained staff in school including two  ESLA specialists as well as a access to a 
counsellor provided by Open Door counselling service. 

Open Door offer short term counselling support to 
children and young people from the age of 5-18 
They work on a strength-based model to allow 
children to thrive.
A tailored approach is adopted for each child to 
support their own individual issues and improved 
mental health. 
Referrals are made to the service with parental 
consent and face-to face sessions are carried out in 
6-week blocks in school. 
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Accessibility

Bonnygate is made up of one building on one level with accessible ramps on more 
than one entrance and exit. There are also toilets with disabled access in each part 
of the school, as well as changing facilities for children still in nappies.

If a child has a physical disability, then we liaise with external agencies involved in 
the child’s care to ensure that the child has access for all areas of school life. 

For a child with physical impairments, such as sight or hearing loss, we work with 
the specialist teachers in our outreach team to ensure children can access all lessons 
and information that I readily available to pupils without/. This could include the use 
of a radio aid to support a child with hearing impairment or large print materials for 
pupils with a visual impairment, among any other adaptions advised. 

Further information can be found in the accessibility policy. 
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Transition

New class 
Teachers will meet to discuss the 
children and their needs. LSAs 
will have an allocated period of 
time in which they will observe 
and work with any child in their 
new class identified with having 
high SEND needs. 

Relationship building time is also 
given to those children who 
struggle to form relationships 
with adults and for those who 
particularly struggle with change, 
time in their new classroom is 
also available. Social stories may 
also be provided to support with 
this. 

From previous schools
For pupils who join the school from 
another setting, parents will be 
invited to meet with our SENDCO (if 
SEND identified) to discuss the 
pupils’ needs. Tours of the school can 
be arranged as required.
The SENDCo will also make contact 
with the school/setting for a hand 
over and a visit will be made if it is felt 
it is necessary. 
There may be an opportunity for 
phased starts if it is felt this would 
support the transition as well as 
sessions during which the child visits 
the school and their new class several 
times before they officially start.
Key documents will be transferred 
between schools. 

Early Years starters
Children will be identified either by the Ealy Years outreach team or by usual 
admissions procedures. The SENDCo will make contact with the parents and/or 
previous settings and will make either a home or nursery visits will if it is felt 
necessary.
The Early Years outreach teams work in partnership with the school to support 
children under their care with the transition period. Phased starts can be offered 
if it is felt it would benefit the child. 

School leavers
When children are moving into a new school,  the children will take part in the 
school’s usual transition process and where necessary a bespoke programme 
will be arranged for them. The SENDCo will liaise with the new setting  to share 
necessary information with the relevant staff and where needed will plan 
additional, individualised transition work for the children, beyond the transition 
they experience in Year 6.
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Trips and Events

All children are invited to attend all trips or events; a risk assessment would indicate 
if it would be necessary for a family entrusted adult to accompany the child on a 
one-to-one basis, with support from the teacher or LSA when needed. 

Decisions around residential trips would be discussed on an individual basis, well in 
advance of the trip and any location chosen for a trip would have to be selected 
according to its accessibility for the children attending. 

All children are expected to participate in all class-based activities such as PE and 
forest school, with adaptations made as necessary. We are able to seek advice on 
appropriate adaptations, equipment and resources from the outreach teams at 
Beacon Hill and Treetops Specialist Provision Schools.
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The Willows

The Willows is our nurture provision that is, in most cases, intended as a short-term 
provision to support eventual access to the mainstream classroom. Therefore, the base 
would ideally cater for Year 1 – Year 4, as we would hope that reintegration would have 

been effective by upper Key Stage 2. There may be some incidences that are an exception 
to this, when it is clear the child is not able to access a mainstream classroom. 

The points below are considered when identifying children 

who would benefit from our nurture provision. These 

considerations are guided by the six principles of nurture.

Transitions – 
between key 

stages/ to or from 
a specialist 
provision/in 

receipt of 
transitional 

funding   

Learning – 
children who are 

not making 
progress and/or 
are significantly 

below peers. 
Children with an 

EHCP. 

Behaviour –

Children who use 
behaviour to 

communicate 
making access to 
the mainstream 
class challenging 

Language – 
Children who have 

not developed 
their language 

skills to an 
appropriate age 

and stage 

Well-being –

 Children showing that 
they are struggling to 
manage their social, 

emotional and mental 
well-being which is 

resulting in them 
communicating 

through inappropriate 
behaviours

Safety – 

Children who 
need a safe space 

to ensure the 
safety and to help 
develop a sense of 

safety in school.
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Extra information

Complaints

Arrangements for handling 
complaints from parents of 
children with SEN about the 
provision made at the school 
Parents would have to 
follow the school policy for 
complaints. The complaints 
policy can be found here: 
https://bonnygate.osborne.c
oop/key-
information/policies-and-
procedures/ 

The Local Offer
The Local Offer The Thurrock 
Local Offer aims to provide clear, 
comprehensive and accessible 
information about what services 
and provisions are available in 
Thurrock for parents and young 
people. The local offer is part of 
the reforms to support for 
children and young people with 
SEND under the Children and 
Families Act 2014. 

The Thurrock Local Offer link can 
be found on our school SEND 
offer on the website. The School 
SEND policy can also be located 
on the school website and 
includes further information 
around how to support pupils with 
SEND

Local authority SEND department The role of the SEND Team is to carry out 
responsibilities that are set by the government on behalf of Thurrock children with 
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 01375 652555 
sen@thurrock.gov.uk  

PATT SENDIASS SENDIASS are the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Information, Advice and Support Service for children and young people with SEND 
and their parents or carers. 07702 127 252 info@patt.org.uk 

Thurrock SEND family forum Thurrock SEND Family Forum aim to be a well-
informed, connected and empowered community of families of children with 
disabilities or additional needs, offering support to each other and working in 
partnership with service providers to create quality services that meet the needs of 
all parent carers and their children hello@thurrocksendfamilyforum.org 

SNAP Charity  SNAP informs, encourages and supports parents and carers, 
enabling you to provide the best possible help to your children via a range of online 

resources, together with activities and services at their centre.  01277 211300 
info@snapcharity.org
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